Global Health Governance and Health Equity in
the context of COVID-19
A Scoping Review
1. Introduction
Health equity is an important aspect of responsible governance. Covid-19 exposed existing shortfalls of GHG through the exacerbation of already existing health inequities
across countries as well as within the same country. Since the start of the pandemic, a considerable amount of literature is produced dis-cussing Covid-19 and health
inequities. Gathering the knowledge covering these areas and demonstrating the gaps in this knowledge is of high importance to stimulate further research to better
understand the status quo and for better future actions.

2. Aim
1.
2.

To map the body of literature on health equity in relation to GHG in the context of Covid-19
To identifying research gaps according to research themes, discipline and countries of origin

2. Methods
Methodology:Joanna Briggs Institute guidelines for conducting systematic scoping review
Studies identification:
• Databases used for the search were: PubMed, Scopus, Google Scholar, World cat and WHOGlobal Index Medicus
• Search term : "health inequity“, "health equity“, "Global Governance“, "Covid 19“

Eligibility criteria:
1. written in English
2. published starting with the Covid-19 in 2019 up till October 2021
3. the main focus is on global governance aspects which affect health equity
4. reports on health equity issue in the Covid-19 context
Analysis:
Analysis was done on three stages:
1. open descriptive coding to generate ideas. These ideas were to be used in the thematic
2. focused the-matic analysis to identify patterns and relationships
3. frequency, commonal-ity and significance analysis of previously identified categories
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3. Results
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Studies’ characteristics:
• 49 studies included in this scoping review
• Most studies are from the medical discipline
• 65.31% of the included studies were conducted by authors from a single country and
26.53% were conducted by authors from two or more countries.
• The country where the highest number of studies were generated was the USA
followed by the UK
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Fig. 2 Studies per disciplines

Identified themes :
Upon analyzing the different topics, the studies were grouped into seven main proposed themes according to the interconnected areas they cover.

4. Discussion and conclusion
• Although each study has a main theme, many of the articles touches upon other
themes showing several points of intersection between the themes
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• Researchers focus on the values underlying the GHG system, causes of health
inequities (GHG structure, the power imbalance, laws and regulations)
• Results indicate a gap in knowledge and expertise in developing countries. This
entails the need for information sharing between countries as well as capacity
building in developing countries.

• Research concerning GHG and equity is multidimensional which requires a wide
range of expertise. There are few multidisciplinary studies in this domain
indicating the need for multidisciplinary collaborative research in this area.

Fig. 4 The interlinkages between themes discussing GHG, equity and Covid-19.
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