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Introduction

Methodology

• Microbial agents not only affect public
health, but also weaken societies;
destroy social structures; destabilize
countries; affect the economy and
trades;
and
overshadow
the
relationship between governments
and people.
• Many microbes, so-called "zoonosis",
infect both animals and humans,
because they share the ecosystems in
which they live.
• Efforts by just one sector cannot prevent or eliminate the problem.
• The One Health (OH) approach is essential in the process of
developing and implementing policies, programs, and measures.
• Despite strong support for the OH approach, there are still many
challenges to its operationalization.
• The COVID-19 pandemic is a new example of zoonosis disease with
substantial global impact, which requires OH approach for mitigation.
• In this comparative study, we examine the extent to which the OH
approach has been used in tackling COVID-19 macro-policies in six
selected countries.

• This is a qualitative study conducted based on systematic document
analysis related to COVID-19 macro-policies in six selected countries.
• Using a combination of deductive and inductive approaches, data were
extracted, analyzed, and compared.

Results

Discussion & Conclusion

• Strong and integrated surveillance system, including early detection, risk
mitigation response (improving the laboratory diagnostic capacity),
contact tracing, etc., was the main component of OH approach in the
policies of all selected countries, except for Iran.
• Although we found some trace of multi-sectoral collaboration in the
analyzed policies of all selected countries; evidence suggest that:
 OH approach was not considered in formulating these policies.
 Stakeholders from animals and environmental sectors were less
engaged in formulating such policies.

• To build up a more resilient health system to respond to public health
challenges efficiently, two new dimensions need to be added to the
WHO’s six building blocks framework:
 meaningful inter-sectoral collaboration
 functioning global health surveillance and response system.
• Adopting the OH approach through increasing meaningful inter-sectoral
collaboration and strong surveillance system might be the right strategy
to prevent, control, and mitigate the outbreaks and minimize both
public health and socio-economic consequences of such diseases
worldwide.
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